INTRODUCTION
Studies of flower visiting by species of stingless bees and Africanized honeybees in neotropical regions of the Americas are still few and far between, and limited in scope, with variable objectives and methodologies (Absy and Kerr, 1977;  Roubik, 1978 Roubik, , 1979 Iwama and Melhem, 1979; Absy et al, 1980 Absy et al, , 1984  Engel and Dingemans-Bakels, 1980; Sommeijer et al, 1983; Imperatriz-Fonseca et al, 1984 , 1987 , 1989 Silveira et al, 1984; Ramalho et al, 1985 Ramalho et al, , 1989 Roubik et al, 1986; ; Cor- topassi-Laurino and Ramalho, 1988; Ramalho, 1990 ). Thus any review such as this must be selective and preliminary in nature. Bee plants have been characterized most frequently in relation to observations of Africanized and European honeybees when visiting flowers, and this has yielded significant information on bee plants (Crane et al, 1984) , but at the same time this makes comparison with other bee species difficult. As to studies of the floral origin of honey using pollen grains analysis (eg Barth, 1970 a,b) , they present estimates of nectar collecting from each plant species, but these are subject to errors of interpretation due to variations between different plant species in terms of pollen grains production. With a few exceptions, studies of bee communities (Sakagami et al, 1967; Sakagami and Laroca, 1971 ; Heithaus, 1979; Roubik, 1978 Roubik, , 1979 Cortopassi-Laurino, 1982; Laroca et al, 1982; Hakim, 1983; Opler, 1983; Orth, 1983; Camargo and Masukato, 1984; Knoll, 1985; Bortoli, 1987; Almeida and Laroca, 1988;  Knoll, 1990) (Louveaux et al, 1978 Most the data were obtained via a pollen analysis of the food collected by bees. In these cases, we selected only plant species with a pollen representativity exceeding 10%, or from the pollen categories "frequent" (5-30%), "abundant" (> 30%), "secondary" (15-45%), and "predominant" (> 45%), in accordance with classification schemes used by various authors (Iwama and Melhem, 1979; Engel and Dingemans-Bakels, 1980; Sommeijer et al, 1983; Imperatriz-Fonseca et al, 1984 , 1987 , 1989 Ramalho et al, 1985 Ramalho et al, , 1989 Ramalho, 1987;  Cortopassi-Laurino and Ramalho, 1988 ). Absy's studies (Absy and Kerr, 1977; Absy et al, 1980 Absy et al, , 1984 provided us with the plant species most frequently found in pollen and nectar samples, those most persistent throughout the year (in number of months), or those visited by the largest number of stingless bees. Roubik et al's study (1986) provided us with references to the plant species "heavily" utilized by bees for pollen. A few field studies were used to list plant species visited by > 5% of the total number of individuals of some species of stingless bee and Africanized honeybee on flowers (Sakagami and Laroca, 1971; Orth, 1983; Knoll, 1985; Almeida and Laroca, 1988; Knoll, 1990 Roubik, 1978; Laroca et al, 1982; Knoll, 1990) , and an extensive survey of the principal pollen sources for European and Africanized honeybees in the Central and Western parts of Panama (Roubik et al, 1984) confirm this trend.
The families mentioned above comprise &ap; 60 000 species. Except for Compositae, Labiatae and Leguminosae, with 25 000, 3 000 and 17 000 species respectively, the rest are mainly distributed in tropical and subtropical regions all over the world (Joly, 1977; Heywood, 1978 (Sakagami and Laroca, 1971 , Laroca et al, 1982 , Orth, 1983  Knoll, 1990 (Roubik, 1978; Orth, 1983;  Knoll, 1990; and Hubbell, 1974, 1975; Johnson, 1978 (Roubik, 1978; Roubik et al, 1986 ). Roubik (1989) 
